
 
 
 
 
July 6, 2022 
Lenny Avery  
Executive Director ACCOA  
 
ATTN ALL ACCOA Participants  
 
ATTN Staff  
 

For the past 2 years, we have been working towards a dream. A truly crazy off-the-wall 
dream that would affect not only us but our community for the better. On Saturday, the State of 
Michigan bought into that dream.  

 
The Alcona County Commission on Aging recently received a state allocation grant of 12.5 

million dollars from the Economic Development and Workforce Grants Sec.1094m of the FY 
2022-23 General Omnibus Appropriation Bill.  

 
Thanks to this grant, the Alcona County Commission on Aging is able to provide much-

needed housing to the residents of Alcona County, especially those living in the Lincoln area.  
 
This phase creates housing and access to affordable housing. This is crucial to reducing 

intergenerational poverty and increasing economic mobility. Housing is the first part of building a 
stable community. Having a stable, safe, and affordable home greatly helps school-age children 
thrive in school. They have a more significant opportunity to learn inside and outside the 
classroom. One of the challenges we face is that our tax dollars can only go so far in addressing 
these issues. We see the needs of our community, and now we need a partner in addressing 
them. 

Research has shown that increasing access to affordable housing can reduce childhood 
poverty and increase economic mobility within a Community. Rising child poverty, including the 
impact of income inequality, are barriers impacting rural children in America. Poverty and Health 
are connected and exert an influence over a person's health and wellbeing. Furthermore, rural 
communities are more likely to have higher rates of uninsured or underinsured than their urban 
counterparts. This lack of health equity can cause long-term health consequences like High Blood 
Sugar (A1C), Cardiovascular issues, High Blood Pressure, and Higher body mass index. 
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ACCOA is looking to create up to 44 units over 2 phases to address housing needs within 
our community. ACCOA has purchased the location for the site, completed all the necessary 
surveys, secured a contractor, and designed and schematic out the entire project.  

Access to affordable housing is an important step toward revitalizing Alcona County. 
Alcona has a “hidden homelessness” problem that needs to be addressed. Studies have shown 
that 18% of the homeless population in the United States live in rural communities. In Alcona 
County, the average household median income is $39,735, which is less than the median annual 
income of $61,937 across the entire United States. We have many residents living in cars, 
overcrowded or small homes, or moving from couch to couch. It is estimated that almost one-third 
of school children in Alcona County are classified as “Unattended or Hidden homeless”. 
Addressing this issue is an important first step for our organization. This development will address 
these issues by providing affordable housing to families and seniors within our community. 
Because rural people experiencing homelessness are less visible than their urban counterparts. 

This is the first step towards a much larger program initiative. I just wanted to be the first 
to tell you of our success in the hopes that you take pride in working with and for a company that 
believes in its community.  

“If you can’t fly then run, if you can’t run then walk, if you can’t walk then crawl, but whatever you 
do you have to keep moving forward.” Martin Luther King Jr 

Thank you all for everything you do and continue to for ACCOA.  

 
 
 
 
 
Lenny Avery  
Executive Director  
Alcona County Commission on Aging  
 
 
 
 

 


	A.C.C.O.A.

